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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members,

Happy New Year! As we enter 2025,
I want to extend my warmest wishes
to each of you for a year filled with
health, happiness, and continued
success.

Reflecting on December, our
Holiday Dinner Meeting was
memorable, thanks to our guest speaker, Eric Dawicki,
President of Northeast Maritime Institute (NMI). His
insights on leadership and maritime excellence left a
lasting impact on all of us. Eric’s dedication to shaping
the future of maritime leaders aligns perfectly with our
mission, and we’re grateful for his time and wisdom.

I’'m excited about the opportunities and initiatives awaiting
us this year. Mark your calendars for our much-anticipated
Seven Seas Gala, “Evening in Thailand,” on Saturday,
January 25, 2025, at the Westin Fort Lauderdale Beach.
It promises to be an unforgettable evening as we honor
Vice Admiral Yvette Marie Davids, Superintendent of
the United States Naval Academy. Vice Admiral Davids
is a trailblazer, having been the first Hispanic American
woman to command a U.S. Navy ship and serving as
the first female Superintendent of the United States
Naval Academy since January 11, 2024. We are truly
honored to have her join us and share her incredible
journey of leadership and resilience.

I would also like to acknowledge the unwavering dedication
of our Board of Directors, whose tireless efforts continue
to drive our initiatives forward. Thanks to Lynn Drucker,
Alan Stotsky, Elaine Hogg, Oscar Romano, Gary
Pirtle, Elaine Nasta, Rosa Ryan, and the Sea Cadet
Staff for their behind-the-scenes contributions that keep
our council thriving.

As we continue our Brick Fundraiser, | encourage each
of you to support these meaningful projects that will leave
a lasting legacy for future generations. Details are in this
Newsletter.

Thank you for your continued support, dedication, and
passion for our shared mission. We will make 2025 a

C O UNZ CII L

remarkable year for the Navy League Fort Lauderdale
Council.

Stay safe, stay inspired, and may God bless you and our
great nation.

Sincerely,

Abiud “Abi” Montes

President

Fort Lauderdale Council

Navy League of the United States
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THE FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL 2025 OFFICERS

President: Abiud Montes

First Vice President: Gary Pirtle
Second Vice President: Barbara Kelleher
Third Vice President: Aaron Bresnahan
Treasurer: Diana Molina

Secretary: Elaine Nasta

MEMBERSHIP

Welcome to our new active duty service members who have joined the Fort Lauderdale Council. Each of them brings
talents and stories that enhance our membership roster. We hope they’ll attend our dinner meetings and events
throughout the year.

Gifard Alexis, USMC Brendon Clements, USN Canyon Mahaffey, USMC
Keldon Back, USCG Dante Deshauteurs, USCG Jack Marquand, USCG

Richard Byars, USCG Ashley Glover, USN Anthony Martinez, USCG

Patrick Caiaccio, USCG Eric Glover, USN Earl Mcclelland, USCG
Christopher Caputo, USN Ivenley Gourdet, USMC Cheyenne Solis Headlam, USCG
Felix Cedeno, USCG Xavier Kenney, USMC Jodi Stoiber, USCG

Heather Clark, USCG Brennan Leung, USCG Stephanie Thomas, USCG

Ariayanna Val, USCG
To join and maintain membership in a Navy League council, an individual must be a member in good standing with the
Navy League of the United States. It is incumbent upon the member to maintain current national membership.
From page 2-10 of the Navy League of the United States Operations Manual revised November 6, 2021:

“II.D.6. A council may establish local dues or membership fees as it may deem to be appropriate but such dues or fees
must be in addition to, not in lieu of, the national dues.”

Join the Navy League:
FtINavyLeague.org/JoinUs
https://ftinavyleague.org/joinus

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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Diana Molina 1/6 Kathy Mayhew 1/16
Alan Stotsky 1/8 Monika Lent 118
Bob Alden 1/15 Carolyn Mulhern 1/25
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Evening in Thailan

at the Seven Seas Gala

Saturday, January 25, 2025
Westin Fort Lauderdale Beach Resort

-----
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RSVP @ www.FtLNavyLeague.org/Gala-2
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MARILYN JOHANSEN

ARTIST AND AUTHOR

To the Navy League:

My name is Marilyn Johansen. I’'m a local artist and raised in a military family. My Soldier
Stories paintings were used in 2022 to publicize the commissioning of the Navy ship, The
USS Fort Lauderdale (LPD 28). There were several exhibitions locally, the Galleria Mall, The
L.A Lee/ Mizel YMCA and the Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport. Currently the
paintings are up again at the Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood International Airport to educate
everyone about a Navy ship named for our city.

My Memoir, My Father’s Secrets, was just released. Would you be interested in book
signings and reading events? Below is a description of the book. Many people think that
the military family experience is the surprise reunion when in fact it is so much more. This is
why | wrote this memoir.

| grew up the daughter of an Air Force fighter pilot. My family moved around the world with
my father’s assignments! | lived in many places in the U.S. along with assignments in
Europe and Asia. My book is about my family and the history and times we lived and the wars my father fought. Most
Military kids live on the front row of history not able to let anyone know where and when or why they move. All this is to
protect our country! My book is now available on Amazon and Barnes and Noble website.

Overview

My Father’s Secrets is a compelling memoir of a child raised in an Air Force military family living through the Korean Warr,
the Cold War, and into the Vietnam Era. Her father had been in WWII as a P-38 pilot and then a POW; his career would
span three wars as a fighter pilot.

As the daughter of a career Air Force pilot, world events would come to dictate her life. She never knew where she would
live next. She was the “kid from nowhere and everywhere.”

Marilyn Johansen grew up in the front row of history. In My Father’s Secrets, she tells the fascinating story of her family’s
struggles and joys, as well as her father’s hidden intelligence gathering activities during reconnaissance flights and
secret missions. Theirs was an “invisible” military family, living in far-flung locales across the world, always aware that
the quality of their lives came second to the importance of protecting the United States — whether during wartime or
peacetime.

Sincerely,
Marilyn Johansen 954-646-8698

My Father’s
Secrets

A MEMOIR

Marﬁyn Johansen
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GUEST SPEAKER AT OUR FEBRUARY 12TH DINNER MEETING
LIEUTENANT JUSTIN B. DADLANI, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

COMMANDING OFFICER, STATION FORT LAUDERDALE

Lieutenant Justin Dadlani is the Commanding Officer of USCG Station Fort
Lauderdale, FL. As one of the largest boat stations in the USCG, it is one of
the largest boat stations in the service and boasts nearly 100 members, both
Active Duty and Reserve.

Lieutenant Dadlani was previously assigned to the USCG’s Office of Boat Forces
where he served as the Platform Manager for the Response Boat — Small fleet,
as well as the entire aids to navigation boat fleet. Lieutenant Dadlani laid the
groundwork for the next generation fleet to include the Response Boat — Small,
3rd Generation, Trailerable Aids to Navigation Boat, 2nd Generation, and Aids
to Navigation Boat — Large.

From 2017 to 2020, Lieutenant Dadlani was assigned as a permanent
Command Duty Officer in the Joint Harbor Operations Center at USCG Sector
San Diego, CA.

Lieutenant Dadlani’'s primary duty was to act as the Sector Commander’s
direct representative by ensuring proper planning, execution, and notification
regarding all mission response in the San Diego area of responsibility.

Lieutenant Dadlani enlisted in the Coast Guard in November of 2011, and after completing Recruit Training, was
assigned to USCG Station Port Canaveral, FL from 2012 to 2017 as a Boat Crewman and Boarding Team Member.
Before leaving his first unit, Lieutenant Dadlani was advanced to Boatswain’s Mate Second Class and held certifications
as Tactical Coxswain, Boarding Officer, and Station Officer of the Day.

Lieutenant Dadlani is a proud graduate of Officer Candidate School class 2-17, receiving his Commission on 09 May
2017. He holds a Master of Business Administration specializing in Project Management from Florida Institute of
Technology. His awards include three Coast Guard Commendation Medals, two Coast Guard Achievement Medals, and
other personal and unit awards. He has also earned the Advanced Boat Forces Insignia and the Response Operations
Ashore Insignia.

Lieutenant Dadlani and his wife, Jessica, are natives of Coral Springs, FL. They have two sons, Nicholas and Daniel.
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United States Nawal Sea Qadets Corps

FORT LAUDERDALE DIVISION & TRAINING SHIP RADFORD

Sponsored by the Fort Lauderdale Council of the Nay League of the United States |
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 21101, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-1101
Headquarters: 300 S.W. 25% Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

LTJG Rosa Ryan, USNSCC
Commanding Officer
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Fort Lauderdale Division

The Fort Lauderdale Division Sea Cadets had a very active month in December. On December 7th, we celebrated
with our annual Holiday Party at Sea Cadet Headquarters, catered by Mission Barbecue. Cadets and Staff decorated
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A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
continued

the Archer 40 ft. Bayliner boat with a patriotic theme, including red, white, and blue lights and an American flag, in
preparation for the Winterfest Boat Parade. The December 14th parade was a big success, with the Cadets manning
the rails in their dress white uniforms as they passed the Judging Stand. Cadets also participated in “Wreaths Across
America” at the Pompano Beach Cemetery. Cadets had liberty for the Christmas and New Year’s holidays!
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The Navy Leagrue of the United States
Fort Lauderdale Counncil

Invites you to join us for

Navy League Day at the Races
Saturday, March 8%, 12:00 noon

Ten Palms Restaurant

GULFSTREAM
PARK 901 S. Federal Highway,

Hallandale Beach, FL 33009

A

Enjoy a day at the beautiful Gulfstream Park racetrack with your friends!

Racing Package Includes:
* Sumptuous Buffet Luncheon at scenic trackside Ten Palms Restaurant
* Air-conditioned trackside reserved seating for the afternoon
* One (1) complimentary glass of red or white wine per person

* Dalily race day program for each attendee Please
: RSVP by
* One (1) $2.00 betting voucher per person
March
* $60 per person 5th

RSVP & Pay Online: FtlLNavyleague.org/RaceDay

Please detach and return with your check made payable to:
NLUS Fort Lauderdale Council

Lynn Atkinson, 845 S. Southlake Drive, Hollywood, FL 33019
954-325-9102 lynn@druckermail.com

Name: # attending $60 per person
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SEA CADETS
w7 BY THE NUMBERS

3,000+

238,000

36% OF CADETS REPRESENT
ETHNIC MINORITIES
23% OF CADETS COME FROM
INNER CITY COMMUNITIES
237% OF CADETS ARE FEMALE

U.S. NAVY ‘ OTHER***

ACCORDING TO THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY:

% = 12%

10% - 12%

OF EACH INCOMING CLASS OF MIDSHIPMEN
ARE FORMER U.S. NAVAL SEA CADETS.

OVER 650

500

EACH SEA CADET SAVES
THE U.S. NAVY

$14,000 E-3 / SEAMAN

IN RECRUITING & LIFE-CYCLE COSTS
-Former CNO Gary Roughead

= U.S. NAVAL

SEA CADET CORPS

The following statistics represent typical annual data from the US. Naval Sea Cadet Corps.
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U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Spruance Division
Buy-a-Brick Fundraiser e

The Navy League of the United States, Fort Lauderdale Council invites you to become a
permanent part of the new Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet Training Center by purchasing a
commemorative brick; an easy way to leave a lasting family legacy.

Your custom brick could be engraved with your family name, a cadet or former cadet’s
name and year of graduation, your business name, your organization name, or you could
choose to engrave a brick in honor of someone special, a veteran, or in memory of a loved one.
*Engraved symbols are an additional S5. Choose from the symbol gallery:
https://www.bricksrus.com/products/symbols/

Engraved bricks are available in two sizes:
4 x 8 =$100/S105* donation
8 x 8 =$225/5230* donation

Use the online ordering system at: www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/seacadets
or
PIease complete and mail the attached order form with your check made payable to:
<sampny. NLUS-FLC (Navy League of the U.S. Fort Lauderdale Council)
' PO Box 350625, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-0625

(All donations are tax-deductible)
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Yes, | would like to reserve a permanent commemorative brick for the

Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet Training Center.

4" x 8" - Indicate below how you want your 4 x 8-inch brick engraved.
$100/$105* One character (letter, number, punctuation mark or space) PER SPACE
*additional S5 charge for engraved symbols
Symbol — 21 characters per line or 18 characters with symbol/clipart >
8 x8” - Indicate below how you want your 8 x 8-inch brick engraved.

One character (letter, number, punctuation mark or space) PER SPACE
$225/$230* *additional 55 charge for engraved symbols

Symbol — 21 characters per line or 18 characters with symbol/clipart

v

In addition to the text above, | would like to include an engraved symbol from the

BricksRUs symbol gallery:
* Please add S5 for engraved symbols https://www.bricksrus.com/products/symbols/

Total Amount Enclosed:

Email:

i
I
i
| Donated by: Phone:
I
I
I
I
|
|

Please return this order form with your check made payable to:
NLUS-FLC (Navy League of the U.S. Fort Lauderdale Council)
PO Box 350625, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-0625

(All donations are tax-deductible)

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES, FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL WAS FOUNDED IN 1959 AND HAS BEEN DESIGNATED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AS A 501(c)(3) CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATION, FEI#59-1412425. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE
WITHIN THE STATE: 1-800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE
MARY N. PORTER
SEA CADET TRAINING CENTER

ElEJR'DDégg BEGINS WITH YOU. -
f

A capital campaign to fund the construction of the Mary N. Porter
Sea Cadet Training Center

—Yes, | want to support the Capital Campaign to build a new Sea Cadet Training Center in
Fort Lauderdale. My gift will enable the Navy League of the U.S. to provide a home for
excellent youth programs that foster leadership, academic skills and civic responsibility.

— Please contact me about naming opportunities at the new Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet
Training Center.

| would like to make a one-time tax-deductible contribution in the amount of:
@5100 @3500 @51,000 @55000 @510,000 @$25000 @ $50,000 @ Other

Make check payable to the Navy League of the United States - Fort Lauderdale Council.

Fill out the form below if you are paying with a credit card. Contributions are tax deductible as provided by law.

I would like to make the following pledge:

Credit Card __Visa ___MasterCard __ American Express

Card # - Name (as you would like to be recognized). o
Exp.Date  Security Code In honor of
In memory of
Name on Card S
$ is enclosed.
Signature
Address Totalamountof$  tobe paid as follows:
Amount$  on(date).
S State Zip Amount $ _on (date)
Phone Email Amount $ on (date)
Signature Amount $ on (date)

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES - FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL
P.O. Box 350625 | Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33335-0625 | 954.522.8995 | seacadetbuilding@gmail.com
www.FTLNavylLeague.org | www.FTLSeaCadets.org

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES - FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL, FOUNDED IN 1959, IS RECOGNIZED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AS A 501(c)(3)
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES
BY CALLING TOLL FREE WITHIN THE STATE, 800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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DECEMBER 18TH HOLIDAY DINNER MEETING

LAUDERDALE YACHT CLUB

Our annual Holiday Dinner Meeting and Toys for Tots drive was held at the Lauderdale Yacht Club on December
18", Our guest speaker was Mr. Eric Dawicki, President and CEO of Northeast Maritime Institute. We all enjoyed his
presentation immensely.
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DECEMBER 18TH HOLIDAY DINNER MEETING
LAUDERDALE YACHT CLUB

CONTINUED

The Lauderdale Yacht Club did an excellent job with beautiful holiday décor and a delicious buffet dinner. At this meeting,
the 2025 Council Officers were elected and sworn in. We were honored to have guests from NTAG Miami, USCG District

7, US Southern Command, and USMC Recruiting. Council President Abiud Montes collected the Toys for Tots on behalf
of the Marine Corps. It was a delightful evening of camaraderie and laughter.

What is needed today?
Be a good constituent!

v o
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Navy League of the United States
Fort Lauderdale Council

Social Calendar 2025

Saturday, January 25, 2025, Seven Seas Gala, Westin Fort Lauderdale Beach
Guest of Honor: Vice Admiral Yvette Davids, Superintendent, U.S. Naval Academy

Wednesday, February 12, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: LT Justin B. Dadlani, USCG, Commanding Officer,
Coast Guard Station Fort Lauderdale

Saturday, March 8, Navy League Day at the Races, Gulfstream Park

Wednesday, March 19, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: TBD

Wednesday, April 23, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: LCDR Steph Wood, USCG, Executive Officer,
Civil Engineering Unit (CEU), Miami

Wednesday, May 14, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: Guest Speaker: Damian Valdez, Account Executive,
New Business Sales, Florida Panthers

Wednesday, September 17, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Annual Sea Cadet Night

Wednesday, October 15, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: TBD

Wednesday, November 19, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: TBD

Wednesday, December 16, 2025, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club
Guest Speaker: TBD

\ J
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coLbweLL NG : MAKE YOUR HOME A STAR
BANKER a - Our TV show puts your home directly in front of buyer:

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

Gary Pirtle Realtor
Website: WWW.GARYPIRTLE.COM
Facebook: Gary Pirtle Realtor
Cell: 954-658-7128

\ gary.Pirtle@floridamoves.com
PIRTLE
REALTOR® - US N& Vv AN
NATIONAL

s@floridamc i m ASSOCIATION of
www.garypirtle.c REALTORS®

(954) 658-7

REALTOR

Official Certification

Coldwell Banker Commercial Real Estate Associate
Residential Real Estate Palm Beach and Broward Counties
Military Relocation Professional ¢ Hometown for Heroes Specialist

Retired Navy — SEABEES CAN DO
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Real Savings & Rewards For Our Nation’s Heroes

‘N ortgage I
-100% Finan
-$0 en(Iier :

Consolida

CALL US)TODAY;
1542024376

'?ﬁa.v?mf&; A
= United AMERICAN HERO

——= MORTGAGE—

American Hero Mortgoge is a company that affiliates with realtors, lenders and other real estate-related service
providers who offer rebates and discounts to the Heroes who serve our nation and its communities every day.

WWW.AMERICANHEROMORTGAGE.COM 12323 SW 55TH AVE #1002, COOPER CITY, FL 33330 NMLS #360691

Hello, | am your Military Relocation Professional.

ontact me today to discuss your housing
options as a military service member.

As an MRP, | can help with:

s Quick relocations
VA financing
Military benefits
BAH rates

‘ . .
VA loan limits

* X Ot % %

Military processes and procedures

Contact me today!
954.806.3677

newman183@ac

Official Certification
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EDITORIAL STAFF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Lynn Atkinson, Editor Wednesday, February 5th 3:30 PM EDT
Elaine Hos Join Zoom Meeting:
Elaine Nasta Meeting ID: 835 3219 1823
Oscar Romano Passcode: GoNavy

R L ke, " GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
President — Abiud Montes
1st Vice President — Gary Pirtle EVEN|NG lN THA"-AND

2nd Vice President — Barbara Kelleher AT THE SEVEN SEAS GALA
3rd Vice President — Aaron Bresnahan SATURDAY \JANUARY 25 2025

Treasurer — Diana Molina

WESTIN FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH RESORT

Secretary — Elaine Nasta

ce Adrmiral Yvetta Do
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Vice Admiral Yvette Davids, USN

| peter AP Superintendent, U.S. Naval Academy
ynn Atkinson
Jim Black Space is limited. Please R.S.V.P. by January 18, 2025
Pat Du Mont Contact Lynn Atkinson for information:
Dan Gately 954-325-9102 or lynn@druckermail.com
Elaine Hogg

Alan Stotsky Online payment at: https://FtLNavyLeague.org/Gala-2025

visit us on the web at wwuw.ftinavyleague.org

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

i "PF,_
‘|' l:M"SE Pmnm t .h! TRAVEL
Independently Owned & Operated
954-557-8108 Joey §
Luxury Travel Specialist - Franchise Owner

3055 Harbor Drive, 902
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316

iseplanners.com
http://www.oceanwalktravel.com

i S Y
YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

5700 Griffin Road, Suite 200
Davie, Florida 33314

2600 NW 55 Crt., Ste. 234

Main Line: 954.797.0410 Ferrea Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309, USA
Cell: 954.658.7128 RACING COMPONENTS PH: 954-733-2505

§ 7971095 TOLL FREE: 888.733-2505

2irect F;X:I9SC4‘797‘05‘?9 FAX: 954-733-2545
ary@ irtleConstruction.com EMAIL: ferrea@ferrea.com

Gary Pirtle, LEED AP www.PirtleConstruction.com
Assistant Vice President

_____ SR

WWWL. FERREATV.COM

Offices located in Broward, Dade & Palm Beach
CGcoolllo

WWW.OFERREA . COM
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