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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NAVY LEAGUE NEWS
F O R T  L A U D E R D A L E  C O U N C I L
April 2024

In This Issue...

Dear Esteemed Members of the 
Fort Lauderdale Council,

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to 
each of you for your unwavering 
support throughout the year. It 
was a pleasure to gather with all of 
you last month on Tuesday, March 
19th, for our Dinner Meeting. Our 
guest speaker, Captain Dennis 

Neutze, USN (Ret), delivered an exceptional presentation 
on the History of the Doolittle Raid—a pivotal air raid 
conducted by the United States on April 18, 1942, against 
the Japanese. Named after Lieutenant Colonel James 
Doolittle, this raid stood as an initial response to the 
devastating attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 
It served as a significant morale booster for the American 
people. Captain Neutze’s insightful discourse provided 
valuable historical insight, enriching our understanding of 
this momentous event.

I would like you to RSVP today for our upcoming Navy 
League Dinner Meeting on Wednesday, April 17th, at 
6 pm, at the esteemed Lauderdale Yacht Club. Our 
distinguished Guest Speaker will be Ken Abramowitz, 
Chairman of Citizens for National Security. This promises 
to be an enriching and enlightening event that you won’t 
want to miss. Your presence will certainly be important to 
the success of this gathering.

For those eager to contribute further, I encourage you to 
explore volunteering opportunities by reaching out to any 
member of our board. Our dedicated Board of Directors 
and Council members are diligently working behind 
the scenes on our Sea Cadet Building Fund Capital 
Campaign. I implore you to invest in the future of our 
youth by supporting this noble cause. Your participation 
in our future fundraising events and engagement with the 
Brick Campaign will significantly impact the success of our 
endeavors.

Lastly, I invite you to mark your calendars for Miami Fleet 
Week, scheduled from Sunday, May 5th, to Sunday, May 
12th. This event promises an array of exciting activities 
and opportunities for engagement.

Thank you once again for your continued support and 
dedication. I eagerly anticipate our future endeavors 
together.

Warm regards,

“Non Sibi Sed Patriae!”
(Not for self, but Country)
Abiud “Abi” Montes
President Fort Lauderdale Council
Navy League of the United States
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To join and maintain membership in a Navy League council, an individual must be a member in good standing with the 
Navy League of the United States. It is incumbent upon the member to maintain current national membership.

From page 2-10 of the Navy League of the United States Operations Manual revised November 6, 2021:

“II.D.6. A council may establish local dues or membership fees as it may deem to be appropriate but such dues or fees 
must be in addition to, not in lieu of, the national dues.”

Join the Navy League:
FtlNavyLeague.org/JoinUs
https://ftlnavyleague.org/joinus

MEMBERSHIP

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES
FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Dave Warkentien	 4/6

Kelly Apol	 4/8

Lawrence Denmark	 4/8

Rosa Ryan	 4/8

Lina Montes	 4/10

Kenneth Abramowitz is a Managing General Partner and co-founder of NGN Capital, a $450 
million worldwide healthcare venture capital fund. Previously, he was generally considered to 
be one of the world’s top Wall Street analysts on medical devices and/or services. A longtime 
member of Citizens for National Security, he has also been a staunch supporter and contributor 
to other organizations that are fighting to preserve liberty and protect America from Jihadism. 
He is active in over 25 groups dedicated to “saving western civilization” and gives 100 speeches 
per year on that subject.

Randy Friedlander	 4/12

Ann Kiefer	 4/17

Andrew Scheer	 4/18

Martha Bohler	 4/21

Oscar Romano	 4/25

GUEST SPEAKER AT OUR APRIL 17TH DINNER MEETING
KENNETH ABRAMOWITZ, CHAIRMAN
CITIZENS FOR NATIONAL SECURITY

HTTPS://CFNS.US/
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Kenneth Abramowitz is a Managing General Partner 
and co-founder of NGN Capital, a $450 million 
worldwide healthcare venture capital fund. Previously, 
he was generally considered to be one of the world’s top 
Wall Street analysts on medical devices and/or services. 
A longtime member of Citizens for National Security, 
he has also been a staunch supporter and contributor to 
other organizations that are fighting to preserve liberty 
and protect America from Jihadism. He is active in over 
25 groups dedicated to “saving western civilization” and 
gives 100 speeches per year on that subject.

RSVP to 954-522-8995
 or Online at www.ftlnavyleague.org/events

by noon on Friday, April 12, 2024
Guests $45 per person

Admittance by reservation only. 

NAVY LEAGUE of the UNITED STATES
FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL

Serving the Sea Services since 1902

GENERAL DINNER MEETINGGENERAL DINNER MEETING
Wednesday, April 17, 2024

at the
LAUDERDALE YACHT CLUB

1725 SE 12th Street
Fort Lauderdale, Florida  33316

6-7 PM Cocktails • 7-9 PM Dinner & Meeting

GUEST SPEAKERGUEST SPEAKER
Kenneth Abramowitz, Chairman

Citizens for National Security
https://cfns.us/
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A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Fort Lauderdale Division

LTJG Rosa Ryan, USNSCC
Commanding Officer

United States Naval Sea Cadets Corps
FORT LAUDERDALE DIVISION & TRAINING SHIP RADFORD

Sponsored by the Fort Lauderdale Council of the Nay League of the United States
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 21101, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-1101

Headquarters:  300 S.W. 25th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

March was an active month for our Sea Cadets. On March 2nd we participated in the Waterways Cleanup at Von-Mizell-
Johnson State Park in Dania Beach where Cadets and Staff picked up lots of trash from the beach and intracoastal 
waterway. This was followed by a delicious Barbecue lunch.



A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Fort Lauderdale Division

continued
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On March 9th we had an inspiring talk by Major Gregory 
Mateo, USMC who is a US Naval Academy graduate, who 
told us about his amazing career in the Marine Corps. We 
also had Physical Training Testing and Cadet Portraits 
that day.

On March 16th, we trained at USCG Station Fort Lauderdale. 
We had a fun day of hands-on boating aboard the Archer. 
Cadets practiced marksmanship, rescue line heaving and 
firefighting. Thank you to the crew of USCG Station Fort 
Lauderdale for hosting us and taking time to speak to the 
Cadets about their careers in the Coast Guard.

Our Cadets presented the colors at the Navy League Dinner on March 19th and heard from Captain Dennis Neutze all 
about the Doolittle Raid. It was a fascinating presentation. The last two weekends of March we had liberty for all hands 
for Spring Break!!!  It was a fun and educational month for our division. 
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RETIREMENT CEREMONY IN HONOR OF 
CAPTAIN NATHAN JEROME KING

APRIL 5, 2024
CONFERENCE CENTER OF THE AMERICAS
UNITED STATES SOUTHERN COMMAND
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Major (retired) Miguel Santana is a native of Dominican Republic and was raised in 
Lawrence, Massachusetts. Miguel first joined the Army as an enlisted E-1 Soldier back in 
December 1989 and was a 63N (M60 Tank System Mechanic); his career assignments 
included Troop D, 5th Cavalry, Fort Devens, Massachusetts.

In August 2004, Miguel received his commission through the U.S. Army Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) as a Distinguished Military Graduate after earning his Bachelor’s 
Degree from Florida International University (FIU), Miami, Florida.

As an officer, Miguel completed the following military and civilian education: Infantry 
Officer Basic Course, Airborne School, Ranger School, Mechanized Leaders Course, 
Finance Captain’s Career Course, and a Master  of  Business  Administration degree 
from Webster University. 

Miguel’s assignments as an officer included Infantry Platoon Leader, 1st Battalion, 36th 
Infantry Regiment (“Spartans”), Ray Barracks, Germany; Bravo Detachment, Executive Officer, 8th Finance Battalion, 
Wiesbaden, Germany; Bravo Detachment, Commander, 106th Financial Management Company, Ansbach, Germany; 
Bravo Company, Commander, 369th Adjutant General Battalion, Fort Jackson, South Carolina; Brigade Resource 
Management officer, 173rd Airborne Brigade (“Sky Soldiers”), Vicenza, Italy; and Deputy, Tactical Execution Branch, 
U.S. Army Europe, Wiesbaden, Germany.

Miguel’s awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Army 
Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Navy Unit Commendation Service Ribbon, National Defense Service 
Ribbon, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Ribbon, Army Service 
Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, North Atlantic Treaty Organization Medal, Combat Infantryman Badge, Parachutist 
Badge, and the Ranger Tab.

Miguel completed three major combat deployments, two deployments to Iraq and one deployment to Afghanistan.

In December 2015, Miguel retired from the Army as a Field Grade Officer with the rank of Major. However, the desire to 
continue to serve his country, Miguel raised his right hand again and took his third oath of office as a Federal Employee 
GS-13 Civilian. Miguel is currently the Director of the Resource Management Office, United States Army Garrison-
Miami, Southern Command.

Today, Miguel is accompanied by his wife, Loreta, and his two sons, Michael and Matthew. 

GUEST SPEAKER AT OUR MAY 15TH DINNER MEETING
MAJOR MIGUEL N. SANTANA, U.S. ARMY (RET.)

DIRECTOR OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT OFFICE
UNITED STATES ARMY GARRISON-MIAMI, SOUTHERN COMMAND

Stars and Stripes - August 2006
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SEA CADETS
BY THE NUMBERS

The following statistics represent typical annual data from the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps.

380+ TOTAL UNITS 
IN 47 STATES,
Guam, & Puerto Rico

 11,000+ 
CADETS SERVED ANNUALLY

AGES 10-18

36% OF CADETS REPRESENT 
ETHNIC MINORITIES

23% OF CADETS COME FROM 
INNER CITY COMMUNITIES

23% OF CADETS ARE FEMALE

While cadets are not required to join the military after graduation:

OVER 650 FORMER CADETS CHOOSE TO 
SERVE THEIR COUNTRY EVERY YEAR. 
500 of these cadets choose to serve in the United States Navy

3,000+ VOLUNTEERS FROM ACROSS 
THE NATION SPEND OVER 238,000 
HOURS VOLUNTEERING EACH YEAR. 

Our volunteers hail from diverse backgrounds. Many of our volunteers are active duty, 
reserve, or retired servicemembers. Over 360 of our volunteers are serving active 
duty and reserve in the U.S. Military. Our volunteers serve in a variety of areas including 
in their local units, during advanced trainings, and for their regional staff. 

T R A I N I N G       U N I T        R E G I O N A L

Cadets who achieve the rank of E-3 as Sea Cadets 
are eligible to graduate U.S. Navy and U.S. Coast 

Guard recruit training as an:

E-3 / SEAMAN 
This encourages cadets to both join the U.S. Navy and remain in 
service longer while reducing life-cycle training costs per sailor. 

$14,000
IN RECRUITING & LIFE-CYCLE COSTS

-Former CNO Gary Roughead

• 250 Enlist in the U.S. Navy*
• 130 Matriculate to the United States     

Naval Academy**
• 100+ Are Accepted to  Naval Reserve         

Officer Training Corps (NROTC)*

• 150 Enlist in other military branches 
• 30 Matriculate to other service          

academies
• 30 Accepted to other ROTC programs
• 300+ Attend 2-4 year universities

Cadets make great decisions about their futures 
IN A TYPICAL YEAR:

U.S. NAVY                                                         OTHER***

*Source:  NRC Analytics 2010-2018
**Source: USNA OIR 2010-2018

***Source: Graduating Cadet Surveys 2015-2019

EACH SEA CADET SAVES 
THE  U.S. NAVY

ACCORDING TO THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY: 

10% – 12%
OF EACH INCOMING CLASS OF MIDSHIPMEN 

ARE FORMER U.S. NAVAL SEA CADETS. 

IN A TYPICAL YEAR:
1,000 CADETS FINISH HIGH 
SCHOOL AND GRADUATE 
FROM THE USNSCC
These remarkable young men and women often 
choose to  serve in the military, attend universities 
and trade schools, or serve their local communities 
through frontline careers. 

360+ MILITARY VOLUNTEERS 
INCLUDING 230+ ACTIVE AND RESERVE 

VOLUNTEERS FROM THE U.S. NAVY
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U.S. Naval Sea Cadet Corps, Spruance Division
Buy-a-Brick Fundraiser

The Navy League of the United States, Fort Lauderdale Council invites you to become a 
permanent part of the new Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet Training Center by purchasing a 

commemorative brick; an easy way to leave a lasting family legacy.

Your custom brick could be engraved with your family name, a cadet or former cadet’s
name and year of graduation, your business name,  your organization name, or you could 

choose to engrave a brick in honor of someone special, a veteran, or in memory of a loved one.
*Engraved symbols are an additional $5. Choose from the symbol gallery: 

https://www.bricksrus.com/products/symbols/

Engraved bricks are available in two sizes:
4 x 8 = $100/$105* donation
8 x 8 = $225/$230* donation 

Use the online ordering system at: www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/seacadets
or

Please complete and mail the attached order form with your check made payable to:
NLUS-FLC (Navy League of the U.S. Fort Lauderdale Council) 

PO Box 350625, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-0625

(All donations are tax-deductible) 

Ask us 
about 

custom 
logos

Architect’s rendering of 300 SW 25th Avenue, Fort Lauderdale – North elevation



NAVY LEAGUE NEWS – 10

Please return this order form with your check made payable to:  
NLUS-FLC (Navy League of the U.S. Fort Lauderdale Council) 

PO Box 350625, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335-0625

(All donations are tax-deductible) 

Total Amount Enclosed: 

Donated by: Phone: 

Email: 

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES, FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL WAS FOUNDED IN 1959 AND HAS BEEN DESIGNATED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AS A 501(c)(3) CHARITABLE 
ORGANIZATION, FEI#59-1412425.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 
WITHIN THE STATE: 1-800-435-7352.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION  BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA

21 characters per line or 18 characters with symbol/clipartSymbol

Indicate below how you want your 4 x 8-inch brick engraved. 
One character (letter, number, punctuation mark or space) PER SPACE
*additional $5 charge for engraved symbols

4” x 8” -
$100/$105* 

Indicate below how you want your 8 x 8-inch brick engraved. 
One character (letter, number, punctuation mark or space) PER SPACE
*additional $5 charge for engraved symbols

8” x 8” -
$225/$230* 

In addition to the text above, I would like to include an engraved symbol from the 

BricksRUs symbol gallery: 
* Please add $5 for engraved symbols                    https://www.bricksrus.com/products/symbols/ 

21 characters per line or 18 characters with symbol/clipartSymbol

Yes, I would like to reserve a permanent commemorative brick for the 
Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet Training Center.



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE , iiff.! 

MARY N. PORTER 
SEA CADET TRAINING CENTER 

o O O O 0

BUILDING 
LEADERS BEGINS WITH YOU. 

A capital campaign to fund the construction of the Mary N. Porter 
Sea Cadet Training Center 
__ Yes, I want to support the Capital Campaign to build a new Sea Cadet Training Center in 

Fort Lauderdale. My gift will enable the Navy League of the U.S. to provide a home for 
excellent youth programs that foster leadership, academic skills and civic responsibility. 

__ Please contact me about naming opportunities at the new Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet 
Training Center. 

I would like to make a one-time tax-deductible contribution in the amount of: 

e $100 e $500 • $1,000 e $5,000 e $10,000 e $25,000 e $50,000 e Other
Make check payable to the Novy League of the United States - Fort Lauderdale Council.

Fill out the form below if you are paying with a credit card. Contributions are tax deductible as provided by law. 

Credit Card _Visa _ MasterCard _ American Express I would like to make the following pledge: 

Card# _________________ _ Name (as you would like to be recognized) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

Exp. Date ____ _ Security Code ______ _ 
In honor of _________________ _ 

In memory of ________________ _ 
Name on Card ________________ _ 

$ is enclosed. 
Signature __________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 
Total amount of $ to be paid as follows: 

Amount$ on (date) 
City __________ _ State __ Zip ____ _ 

Amount$ on (date) 
Phone _________ _ Email _________ _ Amount$ on (date) 

Signature ______________________ _ Amount$ on (date) 

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES - FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 350625 I Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33335-0625 I 954.522.8995 I seacadetbuilding@gmail.com 

www.FTLNavyLeague.org I www.FTLSeaCadets.org 

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES - FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL, FOUNDED IN 1959, IS RECOGNIZED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AS A 501 (c)(3) 
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 

BY CALLING TOLL FREE WITHIN THE STATE, 800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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We had another great turnout for our monthly dinner meeting on March 19, 2024. Sincere thanks to our guest speaker, 
retired Navy Captain Dennis Neutze, who gave an extremely interesting history lesson, “America Strikes Back: The 
Doolittle Raid.” This was the recounting of one of America’s first successful missions in the early days following the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. The presentation was well received by everyone in attendance including council 
members, active-duty Navy and Coast Guard, sea cadets, and other guests. Our next dinner meeting will be on 
Wednesday, April 17th at the Lauderdale Yacht Club. 

FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL DINNER MEETING
MARCH 12, 2024

Council President Abi Montes, Captain Dennis Neutze,
 Lynn Atkinson

Captain Dennis Neutze

Captain Dennis Neutze,

Lynn Atkinson



Navy League of the United States 
Fort Lauderdale Council 

Social Calendar 2024 

 
 

Wednesday, April 17, 2024, 6pm, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club 

Guest Speaker: Ken Abramowitz, Chairman, Citizens for National Security 

 

May 6 -12, 2024, Fleet Week, Port of Miami 

 

Thursday, May 9, 2024, Fleet Week Commander’s Reception, Vizcaya Museum & 

Gardens, Miami 

 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024, 6pm, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club 

Guest Speaker: Major Miguel Santana, USA (Ret) 

 

Sunday, June 2, 2024, Sea Cadet Awards Banquet, Club Nineteen at  

Pembroke Lakes Golf & Racquet Club, Pembroke Pines 

 

Wednesday, September 18, 2024, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club 

 Sea Cadet Night 

 

Wednesday, October 16, 2024, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club 

 Guest Speaker: TBD 

 

Wednesday, November 20, 2024, Dinner Meeting, Lauderdale Yacht Club 

 Guest Speaker: TBD 

 

Wednesday, December 18, 2024, Holiday Celebration & Toys for Tots Campaign 

 Guest Speaker: TBD 
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Gary Pirtle Realtor
Website:  WWW.GARYPIRTLE.COM
Facebook:  Gary Pirtle Realtor
Cell:  954-658-7128
gary.Pirtle@floridamoves.com

Coldwell Banker Commercial Real Estate Associate
Residential Real Estate Palm Beach and Broward Counties

Military Relocation Professional • Hometown for Heroes Specialist
Retired Navy – SEABEES CAN DO
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American Hero Mortgage is a company that affiliates with realtors, lenders and other real estate-related service 
providers who offer rebates and discounts to the Heroes who serve our nation and its communities every  day.

Real Savings & Rewards For Our Nation’s Heroes 

CALL US TODAY
754•202•4376
CALL US TODAY
754•202•4376

·No Mortgage Insurance
·100% Financing
·$0 Lender Fees

Consolidate your credit card debt  
or make home improvements

WWW.AMERICANHEROMORTGAGE.COM 12323 SW 55TH AVE #1002, COOPER CITY, FL 33330  NMLS #360691

BUYING•SELLING•REFINANCINGBUYING•SELLING•REFINANCING

Contact me today to discuss your housing 
options as a military service member. 

As an MRP, I can help with:
Quick relocations

VA financing

Military benefits

BAH rates

VA loan limits

Military processes and procedures

Contact me today! 

Morris Newman, MRP
United Realty Group 
newman183@aol.com 

954.806.3677

Contact me today to discuss your housing 
options as a military service member.

Hello, I am your Military Relocation Professional.
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EDITORIAL STAFF

FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL
2024 OFFICERS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Lynn Atkinson, Editor
Jim Black

Elaine Hogg
Elaine Nasta

Oscar Romano

visit us on the web at   www.ftlnavyleague.org

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

5700 Griffin Road, Suite 200
Davie, Florida 33314

Main Line: 954.797.0410
Cell: 954.658.7128
Direct Fax: 954.797.0549
Gary@PirtleConstruction.com

www.PirtleConstruction.com

Offices located in Broward, Dade & Palm Beach

CGC 001110

Gary Pirtle, LEEDAP
AssistantVice President

Wednesday, May 1, 2024 3:30 PM EDT
Join Zoom Meeting:

 Meeting ID: 835 3219 1823
Passcode: GoNavy

Wednesday, April 17, 2024
6-7 PM Cocktails • 7-9 PM Dinner Buffet

LAUDERDALE YACHT CLUB
1725 SE 12th Street

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316
Guest SpeakerGuest Speaker

Kenneth Abramowitz, Chairman
Citizens for National Security

https://cfns.us/
Guests $45 per person

RSVP Required! Limited Seating!
No later than noon, Friday prior to the meeting.

Call 954-522-8995 or Online at www.ftlnavyleague.org/events

President – Abiud Montes

1st Vice President – Gary Pirtle

2nd Vice President – Barbara Kelleher

3rd Vice President – Aaron Bresnahan

Treasurer – Diana Molina

Secretary – Elaine Nasta


