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In This Issue...

Our next dinner meeting will be on Wednesday, 
November 20th, 6pm at the Coral Ridge Yacht Club. Our 
guest speaker will be LCDR Jesse Adams, USN, JAG 
Corps. I hope to see you there!

Thank you to all our members for your continued support 
of our men and women in uniform.

 
 

SEMPER FIDELIS: “Always Faithful”
Abiud “Abi” Montes
President
Fort Lauderdale Council
Navy League of the United States

On Saturday, October 12th we 
all had a great time at our 8th

annual “Pursuit of Honor, Courage 
& Commitment 5K Run/Walk” 
on Hollywood Beach to benefit 
Wounded Warrior Project and 
Fort Lauderdale Sea Cadets. On 
October 16th, the Fort Lauderdale 
Council had a joint meeting with 

the Broward County Council to celebrate Oktoberfest 
at the Old Heidelberg Restaurant. Thank you to all who 
supported these events.

On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created 
by a resolution of Continental Congress. Since that date, 
many thousand men & women have borne the name 
“Marine”. In memory of them, it is fitting that we who are 
Marines should commemorate the birthday of our corps by 
calling to mind the glories of its long and illustrious history. 
By tradition, the first slice of cake is given to the oldest 
Marine present, who in turn hands it off to the youngest 
Marine present, symbolizing the old and experienced 
Marines passing their knowledge to the new generation of 
Marines. HAPPY 244th BIRTHDAY to our UNITED STATES 
MARINE CORPS! 

World War I ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month of 1918. It was recognized as Armistice Day 
and Remembrance Day, celebrated in other countries that 
mark the anniversary of the end of World War I. Today we 
celebrate it to honor military veterans who served in the 
United States Armed Forces. On Monday, November 11, 
“Happy Veterans Day”!

Our Sea Cadet Building Fund Capital Campaign needs 
your support. We ask you to invest in the future of our youth 
by supporting us and attending all our future fundraising 
events. Our next fundraising event will be the 2019 
MarineMax Veterans Breakfast on Saturday, November 
9, 9 AM – 12 PM, 750 South Federal Highway, Pompano 
Beach. Alan Starr will have the honor of speaking at 
this event and all money raised will go to the Sea Cadet 
Building Fund.

We are currently in the early preparation for our Seven 
Seas Gala on Saturday, January 25th. We are looking 
for more volunteers to help. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact anyone on the board. Thank 
you.
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guest sPeaker at  our noveMber 20th dinner Meeting
LCdr Jesse adaMs, usn

navy reserve, Jag CorPs

navy League oF the united states Fort LauderdaLe CounCiL
noveMber birthdays

11/5  Zane Kelleher
11/8  Mary Kay Follin
11/9  Lorenzo Gari
11/10  Brenda Fuentes
11/11  Richard Taylor
11/19  Abiud Montes

11/25  Joann Black
11/25  Richard Chosid
11/29  Patricia Du Mont
11/29  Peter Swanson
11/30  Dave McAllister

LCDR Jesse Adams is a Broward County native and currently lives in Fort 
Lauderdale with his wife Ali, son Strake, and daughter Sunny.  LCDR Adams 
attended University of Miami Law School, during which time he worked for various 
commercial litigation law firms as well as held internships with two Justices on 
the Florida Supreme Court, and a judge on the Third District Court of Appeal. 
After graduating law school with honors, LCDR Adams was accepted to the Navy 
JAG Corps, serving approximately seven years on Active-Duty in numerous 
commands across the globe including Japan, Afghanistan, and Washington D.C., 
and temporary duty onboard USS Ronald Reagan and USS George Washington. 

While on Active-Duty LCDR Adams advised some of the military’s top 
leadership. Notably, he served as the Command Judge Advocate and sole legal 
advisor to the Mayport Naval Station Commanding Officer, as well as the primary 
legal advisor to all tenant commands onboard.  LCDR Adams served a 12-month 
tour in Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom where he was 
selected as the Executive Assistant and Military Liaison for the command’s 
Civilian Deputy Director, a State Department official responsible for U.S. Rule of 

Law Development and Detention Operations throughout all of Afghanistan. During that tour, LCDR Adams also provided 
direct support to the 3-Star Admiral (SEAL) who led his command. LCDR. Adams further served as the Assistant General 
Counsel to the Chief of Naval Personnel, a 3-Star Admiral charged with the overall manpower readiness, strategy, and 
policy for the entire Navy.

His accomplishments while on Active-Duty include being ranked as the #1 Judge Advocate assigned to the Southeast 
Region, he was recognized as the Command Services Attorney of the Year (chosen from JAGs serving world-wide), and 
was ranked by the Chief of Naval Personnel as #1 out of 51 Lieutenants assigned to the Admiral’s command.  Before 
leaving Active-Duty, LCDR Adams was selected to the rank of Lieutenant Commander. 

LCDR Adams transitioned to the Navy Reserves in 2015.  While in the Reserves he’s served with RLSO Southeast, 
and currently serves under Commander, Naval Forces Europe-Africa/Commander, U.S. 6th Fleet Legal.  His Reserve 
duties have taken him to Guantanamo Bay, Morocco, and soon to Tunisia. 

LCDR Adams began his civilian life practicing insurance defense, family law, and commercial litigation.  However, for 
the past several years he has worked as in-house counsel to SR Technologies, Inc., a Department of Defense contractor 
located in Sunrise, Florida.  

He is a member of the Broward County Bar Association, the Association of Corporate Counsel, and is a certified 
professional in human resources.  He currently also serves as the Chairman of the Board for Broward Navy Days.  
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ProPosed CounCiL oFFiCers For 2020

President: Abiud Montes
First Vice President: Dave Warkentien

Second Vice President: Alan Starr
Third Vice President: Barbara Kelleher

Treasurer: Alan Stotsky
Secretary: Krystina Visage  

To all members of the Fort Lauderdale Council of the Navy League of the US, the following is the proposed slate of 
Council Officers for 2020 to be voted upon at the December 18th, 2019 meeting. Any group consisting of fifteen (15) or 
more voting members may nominate a candidate for any of the elective offices.

To join and maintain membership in a council, you must be a member in good standing with the Navy League of the 
United States. There have been some delays with billing from national over the past several years but it is incumbent 
upon the member to maintain current membership.

From the Navy League of the United States Operations Manual Part 2 National Policies and Organization revised June 
21, 2017:

II.C.1 Regular Member
Any citizen of the United States desiring to support an advance the objective and purposes of the Navy League shall 
be eligible as a Regular Member. Commissioned and Warrant officers or enlisted personnel of any branch of the armed 
services are not eligible for membership while on active duty; however,spouses of active duty personnel are eligible for 
membership in the Navy League. Reservists are eligible for membership. No Navy League member, while on active 
duty, shall act for, vote, or take Navy League action during such period.
One-Year Member, Two-Year Member, Three-Year Member, Four-Year Members, Five-Year Members, and Electronic 
Member are all Regular Members but with different dues structure. (Husband/Wife Membership, Active Duty Spouse 
Membership, Student Membership no longer offered).

II.D.6 Collection of Dues and Rebates to Councils
A council may establish local dues or membership fees as it may deem to be appropriate but such dues or fees must be 
in addition to, not in lieu of, national dues.
To join or renew your national membership please log into https://join.navyleague.org/wordpress/membership-form/ and 
update your membership. There have been instances of invoices not being sent by National. Keep in mind that there is 
no joint membership at the national level so couples will have to pay memberships individually.



NAVY LEAGUE NEWS – 4


